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Steve Rowe relives his 
youth by caravanning in 
Cornwall and says the 
county isn’t just ideal for family summer holidays –
it’s perfect for couples in the quiet season, too

TOURING : CLUB SITES

THIS MONTH’S SITES

1.LOOE
See p40 of theSites Directory 
& Handbook 2013/14. 
Facilities include a playground.

2.GODREVY PARK
See p37 of theDirectory. 
Facilities include a playground.

3.TREWETHETT FARM
See p57 of theDirectory. Facilities
include a playground and a play area.

You can book your pitch online at caravanclub.co.uk/searchandbookor by calling our Advance Booking Service on01342 327490. Please call Affiliated Sites directly.
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4.WOODA FARM AS
See p10 of theDirectory Supplement.
Facilities include a playground 
and a play area.
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St Ives has twice been
voted Best UK Seaside
Town in the British Travel
Awards in recent years



There are plenty of other interesting
places to visit just a short drive from
Godrevy Park, including Helston,
Marazion and St Michael’s Mount. You
should also add to this list Penzance and
the attractions at the tip of Cornwall
including Land’s End and Porthcurno, the
latter home to an interesting telegraph
museum and the charming Minack open-
air theatre that’s carved into the cliffs.
As a child, I always looked forward to a

walk over the causeway to St Michael’s
Mount – would we get back before the
tide came in and flooded the road?
If it was raining (it sometimes does in

Cornwall!) during our holiday, we would
usually head off to the shops in Penzance
and enjoy fish and chips at an old café
which my grandmother loved. Although
this has long since disappeared, I can
heartily recommend Archie Browns, 
a health food shop with café above.
I’d also recommend a trip over to the

charming seaside port of Mousehole,
which is a short drive around the headland
from Penzance. As a family, we used to
come here for the Christmas lights, when
all the boats in the harbour are lit up. 
Do visit no matter the time of year,
though, as it’s the perfect example of >>
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Sarah’s 
Pasty Shop
You’ll often see a small
queue forming outside
Sarah’s Pasty Shop in Looe,
where you’ll find a wide
range of freshly-made
pasties and pies.

Contact: 01503 263973,
sarahspastyshop.com
Nearest featured site: Looe

C
ornwall has always been a
magical place for me, having
spent much of my childhood
there back in the 1970s. My
father is Cornish and my

grandmother lived in a small hamlet called
Halamanning, a few miles inland from
Marazion. We enjoyed many happy family
holidays staying with her. 
My brother and I loved the beaches and

seaside attractions, but Halamanning was
once a centre for tin mining, and we found
the crumbling, ivy-clad steam pump house
just as exciting as the coast. Indeed,
Cornwall’s industrial heritage is well
worth exploring. Geevor Tin Mine
Museum, near Penzance, is a good place to
start, with its fascinating underground
tour and museum.
For this trip, I started in the south-east

corner of the county, at The Club’s Looe
site, before heading down to Cornwall’s
western tip, then back up the north coast
via Tintagel and finishing at Bude.
The Looe site is located in the hamlet 

of St Martin, just a short drive from the
seaside town itself. It boasts 217 pitches,
89 of which are hardstanding, but the
undulating nature of the site, with
roadways and pitches at different levels,

Archie Browns
Tucked away in a 
back street just off
Causeway Head, at the
top of Penzance’s main
shopping street, Archie
Browns is a health food
shop with a great café
above it.

Contact: 01736 362828, archiebrowns.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Godrevy Park

Flambards
This theme park near
Helston not only has thrilling
rides to keep children happy,
but offers plenty for adults
too, including an indoor
recreation of a Victorian
village and a Britain in the
Blitz exhibition.

Contact: 01326 573404,
flambards.co.uk
Nearest featured site:
Godrevy Park

FOR THE FAMILYFOOD + DRINK

Eden Project
Near St Austell, this has become Cornwall’s prime attraction.
As well as checking out the exotic plants, you can enjoy a meal
in the café. There are regular arts and music events here, too.

Contact: 01726 811911, edenproject.com
Nearest featured site: Looe

Paradise Park
This fun family attraction on the
outskirts of Hayle is part wildlife
sanctuary, part indoor play centre.
Don’t miss the Penguin Pool, the
Fun Farm, the Parrot Jungle or the
Victorian Gardens.

Contact: 01736 751020,
paradisepark.org.uk
Nearest featured site:
Godrevy Park

East Looe Beach
Forming a crescent of golden sand, this beach is one of
Looe’s most popular attractions. Sit and enjoy an ice cream
or walk to the end of the stone Banjo Pier.

Contact: visit-southeastcornwall.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Looe

Granny Wobbly’s
Fudge Pantry
Stock up on traditional
crumbly fudge or enjoy a 
tasty chilled treat from the 
ice cream parlour while
exploring Tintagel.

Contact: 01840 770595, grannywobblys.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Trewethett Farm

“Looe, with its quaint
mixture of shops,
pubs, eateries and
lovely sandy beach, 
is a delightful town”

Looe comes from the Cornish word ‘Logh’, meaning deep water inlet

makes it feel smaller and more intimate
than it really is. You can also enjoy some
lovely views over the surrounding
countryside. From the end of May to 
mid-September, there’s an open-air,
heated swimming pool for visitors to
enjoy. Other facilities include a tennis
court, crazy golf and ball game area.
Looe, with its quaint mixture of tourist

shops, pubs and eateries, as well as a lovely
sandy beach, is a delightful town in which
to while away a few hours. I thoroughly
recommend the freshly-made pasties at
Sarah’s Pasty Shop in the centre of town!
Watching Looe disappear in my rear-

view mirror, I headed next to St Austell,
where attractions include the fascinating
Eden Project. I particularly love the small
seaside villages of Fowey and Mevagissey
close to St Austell. Don’t attempt to drive
through them, though – rather utilise the
large car parks on their outskirts and walk
into the villages, both of which are
miniature versions of Looe.

ALL HALE HAYLE
Next on the itinerary was Godrevy Park
Club site, set next to sand dunes on the
outskirts of Hayle. This level location
boasts 119 pitches set out in several small

fields, with central washblock facilities. 
Be warned that it gets very busy in
summer, but miss the main school
holidays and you’ll enjoy a quiet and
relaxing stay, perhaps enjoying long walks
on the beach and dunes.
One of my cousins lives in Hayle, so it’s

a place I know well – couples will be
pleased to learn that despite the large
sandy beach it’s not a major tourist
destination. However, it is close to the
popular coastal town of St Ives, which is
probably best reached via the park-and-
ride rail service from the station at Lelant
Saltings. You have to pay a small fee to use
the large car park here, which is spacious
enough to accommodate motorhomes,
while the train into St Ives trundles
through some picturesque countryside.
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If you’re strolling around the centre of Bude, then The Bakery
is a great place to stop off and enjoy freshly-baked cakes or a
hot meal at good prices.

Contact: 01288 353133, thebakery-bude.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Wooda Farm AS

The Bakery



The Lost Gardens of Heligan
Restoration work began here 20 years ago and these amazing
gardens are now a hugely-popular tourist attraction. Highlights
include the Victorian Productive Gardens and the romantic
Pleasure Grounds.

Contact: 01726 845100, heligan.com
Nearest featured site: Looe
Great Days Out member offer: two adults for the price of one
(see caravanclub.co.uk/gdo)

TOURING : CLUB SITES
a small Cornish fishing village – park on
the coastal road that leads in.
My next destination was Trewethett

Farm Club site which enjoys a spectacular
setting on top of the cliffs overlooking
Bossiney Cove. You can pitch here with a
direct view of the sea out of your caravan’s
front window –what more could you
want? Trewethett Farm has 122 pitches,
58 of which are hardstanding, as well as
high-quality washroom facilities.
Just a short drive from the site is the

coastal village of Tintagel, famous for its
stone castle ruins, the fabled home of King
Arthur. It’s a steep walk from the centre to
the castle on the cliff tops, but there’s no
doubt it’s worth the effort, for it’s a magical
place. Don’t neglect the village centre,
though, as it is also well worth exploring –
tourist shops, cafés and Tintagel Old Post
Office, a 14th-century building which was
used as a post office by the Victorians and is
now run by the National Trust, await.
While you’re in Tintagel, treat yourself

to a bag or two of homemade fudge from
Granny Wobbly’s Fudge Pantry – I bet you
can’t just eat the one piece!

ABSOLUTELY BUDE-FUL
My final stop on this tour of Cornwall was
Bude on the county’s north coast, not far
from the Devon border. Here, the family-
run Wooda Farm Holiday Park has just
become a Caravan Club Affiliated Site
(AS). This really is a lovely spot, with level
pitches set on a series of roads that run
along a gentle hillside. If you’re lucky,
you’ll have a sea view down towards Bude.
Of the site’s 153 pitches, 88 are

hardstanding and 81 fully serviced. You’ll
also find five-star toilet and shower Mevagissey

Museum
Free to enter and housed in an
ancient boat builders’ yard, this
quaint museum’s exhibits
include a perfectly-detailed
Cornish kitchen with a working
cloam oven.

facilities and you can enjoy home-cooked
cuisine in the on-site Courtyard Bar &
Grill or a takeaway from The Lodge.

Contact: 01840 770024, nationaltrust.org.uk
Nearest featured site: Trewethett Farm

National Maritime 
Museum Cornwall
Located in Falmouth’s harbour and packed with fascinating
maritime artefacts, both ancient and modern, this museum’s
exhibits (at the time of writing) include the Finn dinghy in which
Ben Ainslie won gold at the 2012 Olympic Games.

Contact: 01326 313388, nmmc.co.uk
Nearest featured sites:Godrevy Park/Looe

Tintagel Old Post Office
Now owned by the National Trust, this 14th-century former
farmhouse became a post office in Victorian times. Exhibits
include ancient postal equipment and a collection of samplers.

Contact: 01736 810966,
porthcurno.org.uk
Nearest featured site:
Godrevy Park

Porthcurno Telegraph Museum
Evocative of the age when modern telecommunication was 
being pioneered, and the undersea telegraph cables that
connected outposts of the British Empire emerged out of the 
sea in this humble Cornish village, this attraction is full of
fascinating exhibits. It’s currently being renovated but is due to 
reopen this summer.

Contact: 01726 843568, mevagisseymuseum.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Looe

To read even more member views,
see our fantastic online forum at
caravanclub.co.uk/together

The online community
that just keeps growing

Kevin and Val Heard from Dorset have been
members of The Club for over 30 years and
were staying at the newly affiliated Wooda
Farm site. “We have stayed at this site in 
the past, before it was affiliated to The Club.
It’s a beautiful site and kept in immaculate
condition. We love visiting here at the end of

Tintagel Castle
Maintained by English Heritage,
this evocative cliff-top castle
ruin, reputedly the birthplace of
King Arthur, is a short (and
steep!) walk from the village. 

Contact: sustrans.org.uk

Cycling
Take a ride along the Cornish
Way (National Cycle
Network Route 3), which
spans the county from
Land’s End to Bude. The
route has some challenging
hills for the serious cyclist,
as well as the traffic-free
Camel Trail section between
Padstow and Wadebridge
for those who like to explore
at a slower pace.

Contact: 0870 333 1181,
english-heritage.org.uk 
Nearest featured site: 
Trewethett Farm
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CULTUREOUTDOOR FUN

MEMBERS’ VIEWS

After Bude it was time to head home
and reflect on my time in Cornwall. Partly
due to my happy childhood memories, it’s
a park of the world that I will always hold a
great affection for. I would recommend it
for a holiday at any time of year, not just in
the summer – I think I even preferred my
winter holidays here as a child, when the
place was quieter and we would come
back from a bracing cliff-top walk in
driving rain to enjoy the plate-filling
pasties that my gran had spent the
morning preparing. Delicious!

“It’s a steep walk up
to Tintagel Castle,
but it’s worth the
effort, for it is a
magical place”

Club Together
St Michael’s Mount
Boasting a fortified castle and a tranquil church at its peak, 
St Michael’s Mount is an iconic tourist attraction, now owned
by the National Trust.

the summer season, when it’s nice and quite,”
said Val. “We enjoy cycling and walking,” Kevin
added. “We have even walked into the centre
of Bude, which is about a half hour’s walk from
the site, but much easier on the way down
than when you head uphill on the way back!
We also plan to visit Padstow and Port Isaac.”
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Neil Hilsdon, a farmer from
Buckinghamshire, was staying at
Trewethett Farm. “I have wanted to come
and stay at this site for a few years, but just
couldn’t get time away from work on the
farm. Just look at the sea view – that alone

Contact: 01736 710507, stmichaelsmount.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Godrevy Park

It’s a short drive into Bude, though one
couple I spoke to said they thoroughly
enjoyed the half-hour walk down to the
town – it’s a pretty steep climb on the way
back, though!
Bude is an interesting little town. It has

none of the large chain stores popular in so
many places up and down the country, but
a number of small local shops instead.
There are many places in which to eat
including The Bakery, which offers hot
food as well as a selection of freshly-made
breads and cakes. Very tasty.

is enough reason to stay here! I also like the
fact that this site has a large washroom
block. While staying here I have visited
some of the local seaside villages and also
enjoyed a ride on the Bodmin & Wenford
steam railway.”

Exploring mystical Tintagel Castle


