
THE CLUB’S St Agnes site must
have one of the most enviable
coastal positions in the country.

Situated high on the Cornish cliffs, the
views out to sea are stunning. The views
are even better from atop St Agnes
Beacon, up which this month’s walk
climbs before heading into the village of 
St Agnes. There is an easier route by
footpath if you don’t want to climb the
Beacon, but the effort is worthwhile.

With the area steeped in mining history,
we also pass one of its famous chimneys on
our return journey. If you’re brave enough to
take to the cool Cornish waters then don’t
forget your swimming cossie – the local
beach is a 20min walk away. Do pay heed to
the local notice boards about swimming,
though – this can be a dangerous coastline
from which to bathe. Alternatively, for the
more adventurous, the famous surfer’s
beach at Newquay is close by.
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ST AGNES LEISURE TIME

JO VAUGHAN ENJOYS STUNNING VIEWS ON A FAIRLY STRENUOUS
BUT REWARDING WALK ALONG THE NORTH CORNISH COAST

Walk on the
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LEISURE TIME ST AGNES

1Leave the site by the main entrance
and turn left at the road. Turn left again

at the entrance to Beacon Cottage Farm
Holidays. Continue up the drive and
through the farmyard. 

2At an expansive gravel area, fork left
through a wide gate (signposted

‘Public footpath’). Go over a stone stile 
in the top left-hand corner of the field.
Where the path splits into three, take the

centre track to climb to the top of the
Beacon. At the top, fork right (roughly 
in the direction marked ‘St Agnes Church
on the Beacon’). 

3Where you meet a wider track,
continue straight on, down the hill. 

At the road, turn left and continue until
you come to a stone stile on your right. 
Go over the stile and across the field to a
second stone stile. Go over a third stone
stile and follow the path around the left-
hand edge of the field. Go through a gate
and continue along the grassy track. 

4Cross another stone stile and carry
straight on. The track becomes a

residential lane. Cross the tarmac road
and go down the alley, following a 
yellow arrow. With the butcher’s shop
facing you, turn left. 

5Go past the church and continue
down the hill (signposted ‘Truro and

Perranporth’). At the house marked
‘Stippy Strappy’, fork left down a steep
tarmac alley. Then take the left fork by the

wooden bench. Cross the stream and at
the road, fork left.

6Continue past the pay and display car
park (on your left). Where the road

forks, keep right and continue down on to
the beach at Trevaunance Cove. Take time
to explore the beach, then leave by the
steep concrete steps on the opposite side
of the ramp to Schooner’s Beach Bar. 
At the top of the steps, turn right. Climb
high above the beach and turn right at the
road. At the end of the road, continue past
the metal gate and follow the yellow
arrow to join the coast path.

7Continue along the coast path where
you see an old mining chimney on your

left. At Newdowns Head, continue
following the yellow arrow (signposted 
‘St Agnes Head 3/4 mile’). Continue along
the coast path, past St Agnes Head and
Tabby’s Head. 

8Pass the disused mine shaft, then fork
right (following a yellow arrow). Enjoy

the spectacular view over the long sandy
beach below if it’s low tide. Go past the
tall chimney of the derelict mining
building and again keep right (still
following a yellow arrow). 

9Visit the rocky viewpoint over 
the Chapel Porth inlet and then 

(with the rocky outcrop behind you) 
fork right. Then turn left at the 
wooden bench. Follow the path uphill,
past the small car park on your right, to
the road. At the road, turn left to 
return to the site.

INFORMATION GENERAL

NEAREST CLUB SITE:St Agnes Beacon, Beacon Drive, St Agnes
TR5 0NU. Tel 01872 552543. Open: 14 March to 6 October
DISTANCE: 5.5 miles/8.8km
TERRAIN: Mostly well-trodden footpaths
NUMBER OF STILES: 5
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT: Ordnance Survey Explorer 104 –
Redruth & St Agnes, Camborne and Perranporth, hiking boots
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: Moderate to strenuous
REFRESHMENTS: In St Agnes, at Trevaunance Cove
TOILETS: Near to the beach at Trevaunance Cove

INFORMATION TOURISM
St Agnes TIC, Little Meadows, Wheal
Kitty, St Agnes TR5 0RL. Tel 01872 554150

INFORMATION ATTRACTIONS

� Healey’s Cornish Cyder Farm,
Penahallow, Truro TR4 9LW. 
Tel 01872 573356 or see
thecornishcyderfarm.co.uk.
Open all year. Cost: guided tours
– adults, £6; children, £3; senior
citizens, £5. A working farm, it
produces spirits, wines, scrumpy,
preserves and ciders. Guided
tours include a trailer ride around

the fruit orchards. Full disabled
access, although the courtyard is
cobbled

� Perranzabuloe Folk Museum,
Ponsmere Road, Perranporth 
TR6 0BW. Tel 01872 573321 or see
perranzabuloemuseum.co.uk.
Open: April to October (closed
Sundays). Free. Situated in the
100-year-old Oddfellows Hall, the

museum looks into the area’s
social and industrial past, with
attractions including a replica of a
Cornish kitchen as well as various
mining, farming and railway
exhibits. Full disabled access

� Roseland House Garden,
Roseland House, Chacewater,
Truro TR4 8QB. Tel 01872 560451
or see roselandhouse.co.uk. A

one-acre garden with a large
range of unusual plants
positioned around an old mine-
captain’s house. Of over 100
types of clematis, three at the
garden are in bloom at any one
time, sitting alongside various
other native and exotic plants
and trees. Partial disabled access
due to the garden’s slope
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