
LOCATED RIGHT on the edge of
Wareham Forest, Hunter’s Moon is
just a short walk away from some

glorious woodland and heath. A wide
network of paths runs through and around
the Forest, offering a variety of walks and
landscapes to explore, but our short hike
takes us up to Woolsbarrow Fort from
where you get glorious views of the
surrounding countryside. There’s nothing
left of the Fort itself, although a concrete
marker post signals the top of a hill that sees

you climb from 20 to 65 metres above sea
level – although the incline isn’t too steep 
at any point. Note that some of the other
paths around the Forest aren’t as well kept
as the ones on this walk.

The market town of Wareham has 
lots of appeal with its varied array of
shops and a supermarket that should
provide you with all the necessities. Best
of all it’s near enough to cycle to, making
Hunter’s Moon a great site for bikers as
well as hikers.
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LEISURE TIME WAREHAM FOREST   

JO VAUGHAN TAKES A GENTLE STROLL IN SCENIC DORSET
COUNTRYSIDE NEAR THE CLUB’S HUNTER’S MOON SITE

Walk on the

WILDSIDE

1Leave the campsite via its back gate,
remembering to take the entry code

with you. Immediately turn right following
the perimeter of the site. Where the path
opens out on to a small heath, turn right,
walking through the gorse, following a
broken blue arrow.

2Where the path forks again, follow the
blue arrow right. Cross the road and

turn left along the embankment for a short
distance before turning right, following a
public bridleway sign. 

3As the next signpost directs, keep left of
the marked posts walking along the left

side of a golf course. Go through a wooden
gate and continue along the left edge of a
campsite. Just past a house on your left,
keep left to walk through a narrow pathway
alongside a metal fence. Where the path
splits at some gravel heaps, continue ahead
by veering slightly left. The track can get
quite muddy here.

4Continue across the bridge, still
following the blue arrow and the

‘Wareham Forest Way’ sign. Where the
path opens out there’s a wooden post with
blue arrows engraved on to it – continue
ahead towards the electricity pylon. At the
crossroads carry straight on, still following
the arrows. 

5At the junction beside the pylon, veer
right into the gravel road but then

almost immediately turn left following
the ‘Woolsbarrow Hillfort’ sign. Follow
the track as it bends slightly to the 
left, but very soon veer right following 
the signs to ‘Woolsbarrow Iron Age
Hillfort’ up a smaller track, through 
some young pines. 

6Walk past the ‘Woolsbarrow Hillfort’
sign. At the end of the path, having

enjoyed the wonderful views over the
countryside towards the west, you come
to a sharp drop. Take a left turn here and
walk along a small footpath that takes you
to the hilltop and the marker stone. Then
retrace your steps down the gravel path
until you once again reach the green
‘Woolsbarrow Hillfort’ sign, (note the
writing is on the other side as you
approach). Here, turn left down a smaller
gravel track and walk down the hill.

7At the bottom of the hill, a few metres
before you meet the main track (just in

front of some tall trees), turn left up
another track to walk around the base of
the hillfort. Walk past the signpost with a
red flash on it.

8When you meet the track veer left. At
the crossroads, continue straight ahead

down a grassy track following a blue arrow
once again. Continue ahead at the next
junction with a wooden post. When you
reach the car park, turn left to walk down a
major track, passing a black-painted gate
(following a blue arrow). 

9Where another major track joins from
the right, turn right to follow it. At a

path’s crossroads, turn right following the
blue arrow. At another signpost, continue
straight ahead. The path now winds its way
through trees – you may recognise where
you are as we rejoin our outward route.

10Continue over the bridge and, when
you get back to the gravel heaps, walk

straight ahead down a smaller path that runs
parallel to the site’s main track (soon trees
separate you from this larger track).
Continue straight ahead following the
arrows, keeping the site in view on your left.

11As you emerge on to the site, keep to
the right to walk along its perimeter.

Continue through the wooden gate and
along the right-hand side of the golf course.
Follow the blue arrow on a signpost next to
some fence panels, which takes you back to
the road. 

12Turn left and then immediately right
again (following the public bridleway

sign). Turn left where the path forks,
following a blue arrow. At the path’s
crossroads, at the clearing, turn left, still
following the blue arrow, and retrace your
steps to the site.

INFORMATION GENERALDIRECTIONS
NEAREST CLUB SITE: Hunter’s Moon,
Cold Harbour, Wareham, Dorset BH20
7PA. Tel 01929 556605. Open all year.
Members only
DISTANCE: 4.5 miles/7.2km
TERRAIN: Mostly good tracks and paths
NUMBER OF STILES: 0
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT: Ordnance
Survey Explore Map OL15 – Purbeck &
South Dorset
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: Easy
REFRESHMENTS: None
TOILETS: None 

INFORMATION TOURISM

Purbeck Information and Heritage
Centre, South Street, Wareham 
BH20 4LU. Tel 01929 552740

INFORMATION ATTRACTIONS

� Wareham Town Museum,
Town Hall, East Street,
Wareham BH20 4NS. 
Tel 01929 553448 or see
wtm.org.uk. Free. Open: 
Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm. Full
disabled access. Telling the
story of the town from
prehistoric times to the present
day, this museum also has a
special section on Lawrence of
Arabia, as he often visited
Wareham

� The Blue Pool & Tea House,
Furzebrook, Wareham BH20
5AR. Tel 01929 551408 or see

bluepooluk.com. Cost: adults,
£5; children (5-14), £2.50;
seniors and concessions, £3.80.
Family tickets available and
disabled persons enter free of
charge. Open: 1 Mar-30 Nov,
9.30am-5pm. Full disabled
access with ramps, toilet
facilities and a pathway around
the large pool, which
constantly changes colour
from green to turquoise.
There’s also a tea room 
and museum, the latter
explaining the region’s history
of clay mining

� Purbeck Toy and Musical
Boxes, and Vintage End of Pier
Museum, Arne House, Arne,
Wareham BH20 5BJ. Tel 01929
552018. Cost: adults, £2.75;
children, £1.75; seniors; £2.25.
Open: Apr-Sep (closed 
Mon and Sat other than in Jul
and Aug). As well as many
interactive toys from the early
1900s, exhibits include
Victorian dolls and musical
boxes, as well as toy boats,
cars, trains, soldiers, 
planes, dolls houses and
rocking horses
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