
THIS MONTH’S SITES

1.BRECON BEACONS
For the most up-to-date details, see 
The Club website – alternatively, turn 
to p232 of theDirectory. Facilities
include a play field and play area.

3.GOWERTON
For the most up-to-date details, see
The Club website – alternatively, turn 
to p239 of theDirectory. Facilities
include a play area.

You can book your pitch online at
caravanclub.co.uk/searchandbook
or by calling our Advance Booking
Service on01342 327490.
Please call Affiliated Sites directly.

2.ABERBRAN
For the most up-to-date details, see
The Club website – alternatively, turn 
to p231 of theDirectory.

4.TREDEGAR HOUSE
For the most up-to-date details, see 
The Club website – alternatively, turn to
p249 of theDirectory. Tredegar House
estate has an adventure playground.
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Helvetia shipwreck, Rhossili Bay
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If you’re looking to do
a mini-tour of South
Wales, this month’s
quartet of Club sites
more than fits the bill,
says Don Jolly

TOURING : CLUB SITES
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Contact: 01792 390512,
thewormshead.co.uk�
Nearest featured site: Gowerton

Helvetia Bar
Take your drinks through to the
Helvetia Bar’s terrace at The Worm’s
Head Hotel and enjoy one of the
finest views in the Gower, along
Rhossili’s sweeping bay. Such isolation means you’ll probably be

drawn to Brecon town, if not to its cafés,
pubs and restaurants, certainly to stock up
with food at the supermarket and to enjoy a
spot of sightseeing. Closer to the site,
meanwhile, are the remains of Brecon Gaer
Roman fort close to the River Usk on Y Gaer
Farm at Aberyscir. Aberbran also offers
plenty of walking and cycling opportunities,
the latter on quiet lanes north and south of
the A40. This being Wales, though, expect
some steep(ish) hills.
About 10 minutes further west along the

A40 is Sennybridge, and from here it is
about an hour’s drive south via the A4067
to the Gower Peninsula and our third
featured Club site –Gowerton.  
Boasting 127 pitches (a mix of

hardstanding and grass), it lies at the edge of
Gower’s saltmarshes on the estuary of the
River Loughor. Despite being surrounded
by trees, it is an open site, all the better >>
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S
outh Wales is a wonderfully
varied part of the United
Kingdom and this month’s four
sites epitomise this. Heritage is
on the menu during a stay at

Tredegar House Country Park, while the
Gower Peninsula has some of the finest
beaches in the land for those staying at
Gowerton. Meanwhile, The Club’s two
sites close to Brecon offer easy access to the
magnificent heights and depths of the
Brecon Beacons National Park, and this is
where we start our Welsh adventure.
The Brecon sites themselves are very

different from each other. By far the bigger
and just a mile east of town, the Brecon
Beacons location underwent a £2.25
million refurbishment last winter, 
re-opening at the end of May.
Visitors are greeted at a large reception

centre, which includes a well-stocked mini
supermarket open daily from 8.30am to

The Three Horseshoes
Just 10 minutes’ walk from the Brecon Beacons site at
Groesffordd, the Three Horseshoes is a friendly hostelry. 
You’ll soon be chatting to staff and locals and enjoying the
excellent home-cooked food.

Contact: 01874 665672, threehorseshoesgroesffordd.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Brecon Beacons

Greenmeadow
Community Farm
In the heart of Cwmbran, this
250-year-old farm hosts milking
demonstrations and tractor
and trailer rides. It’s a great
opportunity for kids to get 
close to the animals, too.

The Play Barn
Next to the Brecon Beacons
site, this is the place for kids
to have fun even if the
weather outside is not
playing ball! Youngsters will
enjoy the likes of log ramps, 
a spider’s web, ‘vortex tube’
and more.

Contact: 01874 623480, breconplaybarn.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Brecon Beacons

The Hours Café 
& Bookshop
Feed both mind and stomach in
Brecon’s centre. You can browse
books on the shelves and enjoy a
coffee or maybe a spot of lunch. 

Contact: 01874 622800, 
the-hours.co.uk�
Nearest featured sites:
Aberbran/Brecon Beacons

6pm. New toilets are beautifully appointed
and have rooms for disabled people as well
as laundry and washing areas. There is also a
drying room for those who have been
caught out in a Welsh deluge on the nearby
Beacons, which make an attractive
backdrop to the site.
There are 130 (including 54 serviced

and six tent) pitches, while there is also a
new storage area, open from March to
October, with space for 40 units. Pooches
benefit from improvements, too – the dog
walk is said to be the biggest on The Club’s
site network and there’s a place to wash
down your pet should it return from a
walk caked in mud. You can clean your
bike here, too.
All this is just 15 minutes’ walk from

the attractions of Brecon, home to a 
small cathedral, the remains of a castle
keep and a couple of museums, including
the regimental museum covering the

A former coaching inn turned welcoming country pub, the
Rhiwderin Inn, three miles from Tredegar House, offers
traditional pub
fare. Its
speciality is its
chicken curry,
while a
lunchtime
menu
provides
lighter
alternatives.

Rhiwderin Inn

Gower Heritage Centre
Based at a restored corn mill, the Gower Heritage Centre
tells of local rural life and offers visitors the opportunity to try
various country crafts. It also hosts the Gower Bluegrass
Festival every September.

Contact: 01633 897722, rhiwderininn.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Tredegar House

National
Showcaves 
of Wales
Underground passageways
and caverns await your
exploration at Dan yr Ogof.
Look out too for lifesize
dinosaurs and the Shire
Horse Centre and Farm.

300-year history of the South Wales
Borderers. Outside town, the National
Park Visitor Centre offers information
and maps for walking and mountain
biking on the Beacons.

STATION APPROACH
The Club’s other site in the area is about
four miles west of town, off the A40 in
Aberbran. Much smaller (there are just 
22 pitches), it is a haven of tranquillity. It
wasn’t always so peaceful, however – it was
a railway station on the line from Brecon to
Neath until it became a victim of the
Beeching Cuts in 1962. There is still
evidence of its former existence in old
platforms, signs, luggage and trolleys, but 
it is now pure serenity, with plenty of
mature trees around the site. There is no
toilet block but this only adds to the quiet
surroundings – birdsong is about all that 
will wake you in the morning.

Contact: 01639 730284,
showcaves.co.uk

Nearest featured site: Aberbran

Contact: 01792 371206, gowerheritagecentre.co.uk�
Nearest featured site: Gowerton
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FOOD + DRINK FOR THE FAMILYWorm’s Head

Contact: 01633 647662,
greenmeadowcommunityfarm.org.uk�
Nearest featured site: Tredegar House
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Blaenavon World
Heritage Centre
Blaenavon Industrial Landscape has been
listed as a World Heritage Site since 2000.
Find out more about the area’s industrial
past at the heritage centre and then take 
a trip down Big Pit (a former coal mine).

Arthur’s Stone 
Close to Reynoldston, in the middle of the Gower, Arthur’s Stone is
the remains of a burial chamber believed to date back 4,500 years.
The stone is said to have been touched by King Arthur himself.

Contact: 01874 611622, brycheiniog.co.uk
Nearest featured site:Aberbran/Brecon Beacons

Theatr Brycheiniog
This theatre beside Brecon’s Canal Basin hosts events during the
Brecon Jazz Festival in August. Year-round it offers a varied
programme of concerts, plays, comedy, opera and dance. It’s a
popular place for lunch, too.

Nearest featured site:Gowerton
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CULTURE

BAYS OF PLENTY
However,the Gower is best known for its
beaches – isolated Whiteford Sands,
reachable only on foot, Rhossili Bay, little
Port Eynon, Oxwich Bay and Three Cliffs
Bay, while Swansea, at the eastern end of
the peninsula, has its own five-mile long
beach stretching round to the Mumbles.
Our final site is close to the M4 on the

western edge of Newport in the grounds
of the National Trust-owned Tredegar
House. Offering 79 pitches, it is popular
at weekends, especially with local
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for enjoying beautiful sunsets over the
marshland. If you wander closer to the
marshes, there’s a good chance of seeing
herons and egrets stalking the shallows.
This area is also home to sheep and cattle,
so watch out for the distinctive-tasting
saltmarsh lamb and beef on local menus.
Nearby sights include the remains of

Loughor Castle and, across the River
Loughor on the edge of Llanelli, the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust centre. Other
peninsula castles include Weobley, Oxwich
and Pennard.

“Closer to the marshes, there’s a good chance of
seeing herons and egrets stalking the shallows”

CLUB SITES : TOURING

Contact: 01633 422518,
cadw.wales.gov.uk
Nearest featured site:
Tredegar House

Caerleon
Roman fortress
Caerleon, near Newport,
was once one of the most
important Roman fortresses
in Britain. Sights include an
amphitheatre and Europe’s
only legionary barracks.

Contact: 01495 742333,
visitblaenavon.co.uk
Nearest featured sites: Aberbran/
Brecon Beacons/Tredegar House

River Usk, Brecon

Three Cliffs Bay

>>



Fourteen Locks
Canal Centre
The Fourteen Locks on an
arm of the Monmouthshire
Canal are gradually being
restored. The centre itself
contains exhibits about the
canal as well as a tearoom.
Watch out for various birdlife
along the towpath.

Contact: 01633 892167,
fourteenlocks.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Tredegar House
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north-east of the city is another great
attraction – Caerleon, the site of Roman
and Iron Age ruins. 
The M4’s proximity means that Cardiff

and its many attractions, including
Cardiff Bay and St Fagans National
History Museum, are just minutes away.
Meanwhile, Caerphilly Castle and Castell
Coch, overlooking the Taff valley, are also
within easy drives.
This month’s sites form a neat triangle

in Wales’ south-eastern corner. In fact,
the furthest you would have to drive
between any two is 56 miles – so they’re
perfect if you’re planning a mini tour of
this diverse region.

Note:While Tredegar House is open all-year
round, Aberbran, Brecon Beacons and
Gowerton are all seasonal sites

Cycling
The Celtic Trail (National Cycle Network
Route 4) is a must, stretching from
Chepstow in the east to St David’s in the
west. The south section of the Lôn Las
Cymru route (National Cycle Network
Route 8) is a fantastic way to navigate
the Brecon Beacons National Park.

The online community
that just keeps growing

MEMBERS’ VIEWS

Club Together

Glyn and Gwyneth Rees (left),
who divide their year between
Cardiff and Royan in France, were
at Gowerton awaiting the birth of
their first great grand-daughter at
nearby Upper Killay. They thought
the King Arthur pub at
Reynoldston would be a good
place to celebrate. Later, they
planned fun trips to beaches at
Rhossili and Port Eynon.

Rhossili Bay 
Recently ranked the top beach in the UK in a TripAdvisor survey,
Rhossili Bay’s three miles of soft, clean sands are great for kids.
Surfers, walkers and paragliders are also sometimes seen
enjoying the space.

Contact: 01792 390636, nationaltrust.org.uk
Nearest featured site: Gowerton

To read even more member views,
see our fantastic online forum at
caravanclub.co.uk/together

Dragonfly Cruises
An easier alternative to walking or cycling along the
Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal’s towpath is to take a cruise
aboard the Dragonfly narrowboat or hire one of the company’s
self-drive picnic launches.

Contact: 07831 685222, dragonfly-cruises.co.uk
Nearest featured sites: Aberbran/Brecon Beacons

Wayne and Angela Millett (above), from
Blackwood in Gwent, were visiting the
Brecon Beacons site. “We like the up-to-
date toilets,” they said. “They are spotlessly
clean and well maintained. We don’t often
use showers on site, but we do here.”

Andrew Stevens
(right), from
Leatherhead in
Surrey, was
staying at
Aberbran. He was
enjoying fishing
the nearby River
Usk while his wife
spent time with
their new grand-daughter. “I caught four or
five brown trout this morning – beautiful
fish, but I put them back,” he said. He also
enjoys photographing birds: “You see quite
a few dippers and redstarts here.”

Ronald and Corinne Pike (above) live only
30-40 minutes’ drive from Tredegar House at
Pontypridd and visit regularly. “It’s a lovely
friendly park with spacious pitches – one of
The Club’s best,” they agree. “It’s also handy
for sights like Newport’s Transporter Bridge
and St Fagans Museum near Cardiff.”

caravanners, but is also used regularly
by over-nighters travelling in and out 
of Wales. 
Tredegar House itself, which dates from

the 17th century, is one of the finest
country houses in Britain and well worth a
visit. Standing in 90 acres of parkland, it is
home to impressive stables, three walled,
formal gardens and an orangery. The Old
Brewhouse tea room is also good for lunch
or coffee and cake.

NEW ADDITIONS  
Newport itself is close by and quite well
served with footpaths and cycleways. The
centre has a castle and cathedral, but one
of the most outstanding sights is that
monument to industry, the Transporter
Bridge – one of a handful remaining in 
the world – over the River Usk. Not far

OUTDOOR FUN

Contact: sustrans.org.uk
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