
JO VAUGHAN SAYS
THOSE WITH AN
INTEREST IN CANALS
WILL LOVE THIS WALK
NEAR NEWPORT ON THE
SOUTH WALES COAST
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NEWPORT   LEISURE TIME

Walk on the

WILD
SIDE

IT’S LOVELY to visit a country house
for the day, but at the Club’s
Tredegar House Country Park site

you can go a few steps further – take a
pitch in the 90-acre back garden of this
stunning 17th-century mansion and you
can treat the grounds as your own for the
duration of your stay. With an Orangery
Garden, woodland walks, walled gardens
and an adventure playground open
throughout the year, and lots of other
attractions just a short drive away,

Tredegar House makes for a wonderful
holiday venue.

Our walk takes place just a few miles
from the site, necessitating a short drive
to the 50-space car park at the 14 Locks
Canal Centre. Before admiring the locks,
we head up to the nearby village of Beews
via a golf course, then pass a school and
continue over fields to cross the M4
where you join the Monmouthshire
Canal. This is more of an interesting walk
than a scenic one, as the locks themselves

are in disrepair, but thanks to Heritage
Lottery funds they are to be restored 
in the coming years. Eventually this
section of canal will once again be the
natural home to narrow boats and
pleasure craft. 

>>

❖

Newport TIC, John Frost Square,
Newport NP20 1HZ. Tel 01633 842962

INFORMATION TOURISM



1Leave the car park via its entrance and
turn right, then almost immediately

right again, following the sign for ‘Ynys-y-
Fro Reservoirs’. Continue down the tarmac
lane, past the reservoirs. Where the lane
branches, keep to the left of the ‘Welsh
Water – Private, No Public Access’ sign. 

2When you reach the stone houses, keep
left and continue ahead down a grassy

track, past a large boulder, ignoring the
yellow arrow that heads over a stile to the
left. At the lane, turn right and continue
round a right-hand bend. Just before the
golf club car park, turn left down a gravel
track following a yellow arrow.

3Keep to the left of the golf course,
following the line of the trees to your

left. Just before Tee 13, cross over a stile.

Turn right and continue along two sides of
the field, following the hedgerow on 
your right. 

4Continue towards the houses, passing
through a gap in the hedgerow at the

corner of the field. Carry straight on across
the next field. Go over a stile and turn
right along the road, past Church Cottage.
Continue down the hill then, before some
flats on your right, go straight ahead down
a gravelled alley to some metal railings.
Turn right at the railings and immediately
right again down a road marked ‘No
Entry’, passing through the green metal
gate that leads to the school. 

5Having descended some steps and
arrived at the school building, keep

right and ascend some more steps. Veer
left across the field, cross the dyke and
continue across another field, before
heading through a gap in the hedgerow,
opposite the end of the school building.

6Continue up the hill and past a stile
and head across the field towards the

motorway, aiming for a gap between the
end of a row of trees and the hedgerow.
Continue straight ahead across the next
field, heading to the right of a telegraph
pole. Continue down into another field
past a yellow arrow. Continue along the
left side of this field, which passes to the
right of the farm. 

7At the end of the field, carefully
descend into the ditch and continue

across the overgrown stile, following the
yellow arrow (be careful of thorns). Follow
the line of a fence on your left, then turn left
just after a metal gate. Cross the stile in front
of you (which may be very muddy) and
continue ahead through a metal gate and
turn right up the tarmac lane. 

8Continue along the lane, under the
motorway via the underpass. Continue

up through the farm buildings and, at the
top of the hill, turn right along the towpath
alongside the canal.

9Continue along this side of the
towpath until you go back under the

motorway. Continue along the towpath,
past the ‘No Motorcycling or Horse
Riding’ sign and the disused locks.

10When you come to it, cross Pensarn
Bridge No 5, and immediately turn

right through two sets of metal railings.
Continue up the path, past the locks, until
you return to the pond by the car park
where you started the walk. 
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■ 14 Locks Canal Centre, Highcross, Newport. Tel 01633 894802. Open: Wed-Sun
from Good Fri to 29 Sep; opening hours, 9am-5pm. Cost: free. Visitors can trace
the growth and decline of the canal and its role in transporting commodities such
as coal, iron, limestone and bricks. Full disabled access

■ Tredegar House, Newport NP10 8YW. Tel 01633 815880 or email
tredegar.house@newport.gov.uk. Open: Easter to end Sep, with tours from 
Wed-Sun. Cost: adults, £5.60; concessions, £4.10; under 16s, free. Set in a 90-acre
park, the house is a 17th-century Charles II mansion. Tours take approximately
11/4 hours, starting at 11am and continuing hourly until 4pm. Disabled access:
wheelchair users can only get to the ground floor, although there is a dedicated
virtual tour so the upstairs can also be admired

■ Newport Museum & Art Gallery, John Frost Square, Newport NP20 1PA. 
Tel 01633 656656. Open: Mon-Sat, from 9.30am. Cost: free. Covers the region’s
archaeological, natural and social history. Full disabled access
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DIRECTIONS

NEAREST CLUB SITE: Tredegar
House Country Park, Tredegar House,
Coedkernew, Newport NP10 8TW. 
Tel 01633 815600. Open all year
DISTANCE: 3.3 miles/5.3km
TERRAIN: Mostly fields and tow paths
NUMBER OF STILES: 5
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT: Ordnance
Survey Explorer Sheet 152 – Newport
& Pontypool
LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY: Easy to
moderate
REFRESHMENTS: None
DIRECTIONS AND PARKING: Make
your way to the M4 and head towards
Newport. Leave the motorway at J27
and head towards High Cross. At
roundabout turn left, still following
‘High Cross’ signs. Turn right up Cefn
Walk, following the ‘14 Locks Canal
Centre 1/4’ sign. Cross the canal bridge
and turn right into the 14 Locks Canal
Centre car park.
TOILETS: 14 Locks Canal Centre
(when open)
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