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LEISURE TIME THIRSK RACECOURSE

RACECOURSE-based sites don’t
normally excite me, but Thirsk is
an exception. Not only is there a

supermarket just across the road so it’s
easy to stock up on supplies, but it’s just a
five-minute walk into the heart of this old-
fashioned market town.

Perhaps Thirsk is best known for being
home to the author of the James Herriot
novels, Alf Wight. It is consequently the
hub of what’s known as ‘Herriot
Country’. The cobbled town centre is
surrounded by beautiful Yorkshire

countryside that’s a joy to discover,
although on your way back, if you still
have the energy, pop into the World of
James Herriot, the UK’s only museum
dedicated to veterinary science.

It’s hard to get lost on the first half of
this walk as we’re following the attractive
river Cod Beck all the way from
instruction 4 to number 9. After that, the
walk leaves the water behind and heads
into quiet fields until, in the distance, you
can once again see the recognisable
silhouette of the racecourse.

DIRECTIONS

1Leave via the site’s main entrance and
turn left down the road. Continue past

Tesco, and cross the entrance to Newsham
Road. Almost immediately, just before the
mini-roundabout sign, turn left up a tarmac
path. Go through the kissing gates and bear
right towards a church.

2Go through another kissing gate and
walk to the main road. Turn left here,

and walk through the market square and
past the clocktower. Turn left at the main
road junction (sp Teesside, York and
Scarborough), up Millgate.

3Cross the entrance to Marage Road but
don’t cross the bridge – continue almost

straight ahead down a small tarmac
footpath that heads down to the river’s
edge before veering left.

4Pass through the kissing gate and into
the attractive picnic area. Go through

another kissing gate and turn left along a
narrow tarmac footpath, ignoring the
bridge on your right.

5Where the river bends to the right,
leave the pavement, which continues to

the road, and walk along the grassy
embankment, past some tree stumps and a
children’s play area.

6Cross the river at the small metal-railed
footbridge and continue along the now

gravel path. Keep left as the footpath forks
to the right next to a bench, and continue
through a kissing gate, following the yellow
arrow.

7Head through another kissing gate
with a yellow arrow, and continue until

the footpath branches again, just before a
field. Veer left, leaving the more major
track behind, staying with the river. Pass
through another kissing gate and continue
across a field.

8Where the path looks to disappear into
the water, veer right, still following the

river’s course, and cross a stile into another
field. Follow the yellow arrow around to
the left, then continue bearing left to cross
another stile. At a further stile, cross and
continue along a path sandwiched by a
fence and the river.

9When you come to the end of the cul-
de-sac, continue straight ahead, but

when the path opens out, next to a
beautiful old building, turn left following a
blue arrow across a wooden-railed
footbridge. Where the path forks beside
another bridge, follow the blue arrow by
turning left and crossing the bridge.

10Pass through a red gate, and then
continue straight ahead, through a

field and an unpainted gate at the other
side. Continue across the unused lane, over
a small muddy mound, and carefully cross
the fast main road. Head through a gate
ahead of you, following the public
bridleway sign (sp Wildlife Conservation
Area).

11Walk up the track between two
fields, passing through a gate before

continuing past woodland on your left,
following the hedgerow. Where the
hedgerow runs out, leave the track by
turning left to walk along the left side of a
field (a public footpath sign, complete with
yellow arrow, is here, but well hidden in
the hedgerow).

12Continue along the edge of one field
and then start to walk through a

second. But at a break in the hedgerow,
veer slightly left to cross a stile to the left of
the gap. Continue to follow the hedgerow
(which is now on your right), but only for a
short distance before reaching a clump of
trees. Here, veer left to cross the field
diagonally, heading for a stile with a yellow
arrow on it; you’ll find it at the left side of
the field’s far fence. If you’re not sure,
don’t cross the field diagonally – rather,
follow the field’s perimeter, turning left at
the first corner. You’ll come to the stile in
the next corner.

13Having crossed the stile, veer left
and continue straight ahead through

a break in the crops, towards an electricity
pylon far in the distance. At the end,
continue straight ahead through a gap in
the hedgerow. The path takes you down
the left side of another field. 

14Continue ahead at the end of the
field, then follow the path between

two hedgerows. Walk past some houses
until you get to the road. Turn left along the
pavement, but cross the road near to the
church. Continue along the pavement.

15Turn right at the road junction, just
past the church, before continuing

straight ahead to the town centre. Turn
right to retrace your steps down the high
street, and continue back to the site. Don’t
forget to turn right down that tiny alley just
before the butcher but after the cinema.

JO VAUGHAN HEADS TO THIRSK
RACECOURSE – BUT NOT WITH
THE AIM OF HAVING A FLUTTER
ON THE HORSES

Nearest Club Site:Thirsk Racecourse
Caravan Club Site, Thirsk YO7 1QL.
Tel 01845 525266
Distance: 4.1 miles/6.6km
Terrain: Good paths
Number of stiles: 6
Essential equipment: Ordnance
Survey Explorer Map 302 –
Northallerton & Thirsk, 
Catterick & Bedale
Level of difficulty:Easy
Refreshments: Thirsk town centre
Toilets:Thirsk town centre

Thirsk Tourist
Information
Centre, 49
Market Place,
Thirsk, North
Yorkshire YO7
1HA. Tel 01845
522755. Open 21
March to 31
October.
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THIRSK  RACECOURSE  WALK:
4.1 miles/6.6km

Local attractions
� The World of James Herriot,
23 Kirkgate, Thirsk YO7 1PL. 
Tel 01845 524234 or see
hambleton.gov.uk. Open all year. 
Cost: adults £4.95, seniors £3.90,
children (5-15) £3.40. Former home of
writer Alf Wight, famous for the James
Herriot novels. The only UK centre
dedicated to veterinary science
� Thirsk Museum,14/16 Kirkgate,
Thirsk. Tel 01845 527707. Open Easter
to October (closed Thursday and
Sunday). Cost: adults £1.50, children
free. Disabled access: limited by
narrow stairs, but there is a ramped
entrance to the ground floor
� Sion Hill Hall, Kirby Wiske, Thirsk
YO7 4EU. Tel 01845 587206. Open June
to September. Cost: adults £4.50,
concessions £4, disabled £3, children
under 12 £1, grounds only £1.50.
Disabled access: ground floor access
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