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LPG cylinders within the European Union 

 

You will not find the same make of gas bottles on continental Europe as you do in the 

UK. If you are holidaying for a short time then it would be advisable that you take 

sufficient gas supplies with you. But remember these must be stored securely in the 

caravan in the position designated by the caravan manufacturers. There are some 

regulations laid out by the ferry companies and Eurotunnel as to how much gas you 

are allowed to safely carry with you. Please check this with the company prior to your 

journey. 

 

What happens if you do run out of gas once you are on the continent? If you are 

travelling with the old style caravan you will have to buy the local brand and a 

regulator to fit that bottle. Locally produced gas is generally cheaper, the adaptor that 

you will need for the cylinders will come at an extra cost, around £18. 

 

If you are touring through a few European countries then Campingaz is readily 

available throughout Europe. However be warned that it may not be the most cost 

effective option and the maximum size of the cylinder available is limited. Details of 

Campingaz suppliers can be found at www.campingaz.com  

 

The new EN1949 Standard has been brought in by the European Union to make 

travelling within the European Union much simpler and safer. As of September 2003 

all UK caravan systems and appliances will start to be regulated to one pressure – 

30mbar. A single regulator will fit both propane and butane and will be permanently 

fitted to the caravan and not directly to the cylinder. The same system is being 

introduced for motor caravans, but not all manufacturers will have made the change in 

September 2003. A high pressure supply pipe from the cylinder is available to connect 

to all cylinders that are used throughout Europe.  

 

Unfortunately some countries have yet to adopt this standard however, due to the fact 

that this is new throughout Europe we are unable to give advice as to which countries 

you may face difficulties in. 

 

If you do have one of these new caravans we suggest that our hoses are probably not 

compatible with the gas bottles in the rest of the European Union. Therefore it would 

be necessary to purchase either a hose with an appropriate ending or an adaptor to be 

used on the end of it, as stated above this will come as an additional cost.  

http://www.campingaz.com/
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We suggest that people purchase a Campingaz adaptor. This will act as a safety net as 

although not necessarily cost effective, if you do run out of gas Campingaz is readily 

available on the continent. These adaptors for use with 901, 906 and 907 cylinders are 

produced for retail by various suppliers including Gaslow also manufacture adaptors 

and hoses for use with various European bottles www.gaslow.co.uk or telephone 0845 

4000 600.  

 

 

Gas in Spain 

 

The Cepsa Company sells butane gas cylinders and regulators, which are available in 

large stores, ferreterías (hardware stores) and petrol stations. The Repsol Company 

sells butane cylinders at their petrol stations throughout the country.  It is understood 

that Repsol and Cepsa depots will refill cylinders, but The Caravan Club does not 

recommend. www.gaslow.co.uk sell adaptors for Spanish Bottles 

 

Gas in France 

 

Popular brands of gas which visitors have found to be economical and easy to use are 

Primagaz, Butagaz, and Totalgaz.  A loan deposit is required, and caravanners who 

are purchasing a cylinder for time should also purchase the appropriate regulator or 

adaptor, as European pressures vary considerably. www.gaslow.co.uk sell adaptors 

for French Bottles. 

 

If you are interested in more general information on continental travel with your 

caravan, please consider our Caravan Europe Guide. This supplies in depth 

information on continental travel and sites. 

 

Refillable cylinders 

 

User-refillable gas cylinders may offer an advantage in terms of cost and convenience 

to caravanners who are either high-volume gas consumers or who frequently cross 

international borders with consequent difficulties of exchanging cylinders acquired in 

neighbouring countries.  Typically, this would mean frequent weekend ralliers (who 

stay on rally fields without mains hook-up) or motor caravanners who spend extended 

periods on the Continent.  Cylinders are refilled using the LPG pumps available at 

many petrol stations for refilling LPG-powered cars.  The price of such LPG is 

significantly cheaper at present than that bought by exchanging an empty Calor 

cylinder, for instance. 

 

Previously, there were concerns that a number of the available products did not meet 

sensible safety standards, but there were no official guidelines to indicate which 

features would be considered desirable.  There were also concerns over the 

acceptability of getting such cylinders refilled on petrol station forecourts, with many 

forecourt operators being unwilling to permit such refilling.  For these reasons, Club 

policy was to encourage members not to invest in such equipment, and advertising of 

such equipment in the Club Magazine was not carried. 

 

http://www.gaslow.co.uk/
http://www.gaslow.co.uk/
http://www.gaslow.co.uk/
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In June 2007, the body then known as the LPGas Association, which has subsequently 

become UKLPG (the trade association for the LPG industry) issued revised advice on 

this topic, replacing their previous guidance which expressed similar concerns to 

those of The Club.  Following review by the Technical sub-Committee, The Club has 

now adopted this advice itself.  The key requirements are indicated below: 

 

It is our advice that user owned, portable LPG cylinders should not be refilled at 

Autogas refuelling sites. 

 

Vessels which are attached to a vehicle for heating or cooking (on camper vans or 

similar) present similar risks on filling to those for propulsion purposes and may 

be permitted to be re-filled at Autogas refuelling sites provided they: 

remain in-situ for refilling; and are fitted with a device to physically prevent filling 

beyond 80%; and are connected to a fixed filling connector which is not part of the 

vessel. 

 

In other words, cylinders which need to be removed from the caravan/motor caravan 

for refilling, and which are refilled directly from the nozzle of the LPG pump are still 

not recommended.  However, cylinders which are in effect installed in the vehicle as a 

fixed tank, which are refilled via an external filler connection, and which include an 

80% stop valve to prevent over-filling are acceptable. 

 

Equipment which meets these requirements is available from a number of different 

suppliers in the UK.  A non-exhaustive list of these is: 

 

Gaslow International Ltd, 

Castle Business Park 

Pavilion Way  

Loughborough, 

Leicestershire. 

 LE11 5GW 

Tel: 0845 4000 600 

Fax: 0845 4000 700 

E-mail: sales@gaslow.co.uk  

Web: www.gaslow.co.uk  

MTH Gas Systems Ltd. 

Castlemain Workshops 

Yorkley Road 

Parkend 

Gloucestershire 

GL15 4HH 

 

Tel: 01594 563 538 

 

RPi Engineering 

Wayside Garage 

Holt Road 

Horsford 

Norwich 

Norfolk 

mailto:sales@gaslow.co.uk
http://www.gaslow.co.uk/
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Tel: 01603 891209 

E-mail: info@rpiv8.com  

Web: www.gasrefill.com  

 

In each case, it should be checked that the equipment being offered does comply with 

the recommendations above.  Some companies sell a variety of systems, not all of 

which fully meet these guidelines.  Eg RPi will sell a cylinder with an 80% stop valve, 

but with an optional external filler kit.  Such a system would only be acceptable if the 

external filler kit is bundled with it. 

 

Warnings: 

 

As with all gas-related systems, users should take care to follow all installation and 

use instructions, and take care when they use the system. 

 

Under no circumstances should cylinders which are not designed for user 

refilling be refilled other than by the cylinder suppliers’ authorised agent.  The 

availability of cheap kits to permit the refilling of Calor and other cylinders at 

Autogas refilling stations must not be encouraged in any way, and it would be best if 

the existence of such equipment (for sale on eBay and elsewhere) is not 

acknowledged.  In the event of enquirers asking about such equipment, the obvious 

safety concerns (principally, the lack of any stop valve to prevent overfilling, nor any 

visible indication of how full the cylinder is (with most cylinders)) can be 

highlighted.  Such refilling would also be in breach of the conditions of supply for the 

Calor (or other) cylinder, and thus illegal. 

 

 

LPG for Fixed Tanks and Refillable Cylinders 

 

A list of stations where you can fill up a fixed tank with LPG (or GPL in France) can 

be found at www.drivelpg.co.uk alternatively you can purchase LPG Gids which is a 

Dutch publication (but very easy to use and understand) which has details of over 

8000 LPG stations across Europe, the book is stocked by Vicarious Books: Web: 

www.vicariousbooks.co.uk Tel: 0131 208 3333 

 

There are a very limited number of stations in Spain. 

mailto:info@rpiv8.com
mailto:info@rpiv8.com
http://www.gasrefill.com/
http://www.drivelpg.co.uk/
http://www.vicariousbooks.co.uk/

