
Museum and Barclays Bank,
which are on your right.

4After a short distance, turn
right down Chaucer’s Lane, past the

‘No Through Road’ sign. Just before the sign
marking the start of ‘Harrison’s Lane’, veer
left down a flight of steps to the main road.
Turn left here. Just past a zebra crossing and
a dog litter bin, veer left through two large
green gates marked with the number ‘95’.
This looks like a private driveway (there’s
no signpost here), but walk down towards
the garage before heading left through
another green gate with a sign that gives
information about Blenheim Park.

5Turn right down the tarmac lane. 
You soon get wonderful views of the

lakes to your left with the palace in the
background. Just past the lodge, at the
path junction, veer left before turning 
left to pass to the other side of the lodge.
After a short distance, turn right over an
unmarked wooden stile, leaving the tarmac
path and the lake behind. Continue up the
lightly-trodden grassy track while you
admire the tall monument on the hill,
slightly to your right. 

6As the path becomes less
distinguishable, continue straight ahead

past the trees. Soon you get wonderful
uninterrupted views of the monument on

your right and Blenheim Palace on
your left. Continue straight ahead

through the next batch of trees,
following the line of a fence which appears
on your right. Just after the point where the
fence bends to the right, continue ahead to
the lane, crossing a stile, and turn left.

7At the bottom of the small hill turn
right through a wooden gate and

follow the track to the left, down to the
lakeshore. (Before you go through this
gate you might want to walk up to the
bridge and back in order to enjoy good
views of the Palace.) Follow the shoreline,
keeping the lake to your left.

8As the path joins a slightly more major
track, continue ahead, still keeping the

lake to your left. At the end of the inlet, at
the path junction, keep left and walk to a
gate in the fence ahead marked ‘Please
Close the Gate’. Go through this (or over
the stile), and veer right following the line
of the fence before bearing left up the hill
along the lightly trodden grassy footpath.

9When you reach the lane, turn left.
Continue straight ahead until the

point where the lane splits, then keep 
left, ignoring the gate to your right. Pass
the lodge and go through a metal gate 
with a ‘Blenheim Estate’ signpost on it
that explains about rights of way. Keep 

left where the path splits. Go over the
bridge and then through the gate and
continue until you get to a cattle grid and
gate by a stone wall. Here turn right, still
on a tarmac lane.

10Go through the metal kissing gate
and then down the road into the

village. Turn left up the main road and walk
past the White House pub. Continue along
the road until you see a road to the left
marked ‘Coach Park’. Turn down the road
and walk back into the campsite.

WALKING WOODSTOCK

BLENHEIM PALACE, around
which we pass during this winter
stroll, most famous for being the

birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill, is the
modern-day home of the 11th Duke and
Duchess of Marlborough. Sweeping
lawns, formal gardens, lakes and
woodland are all featured within the
Palace’s 2100 acres of land, which borders
the picturesque town of Woodstock.

Our route first takes us on a tour of
Woodstock before meandering around the

public footpaths that run through the
Palace’s grounds. You don’t have to pay to
enjoy these views, although it’s well worth
buying a ticket in order to explore without
risk of trespassing on the private paths. It’s
difficult to tell which lanes are which as the
public rights of way aren’t signposted, so
make sure you keep your map handy.

The campsite is a short distance from the
town and Palace gardens, providing a good
base for those not wishing to get behind the
wheel during their weekend away.
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Jo Vaughan takes us on a beautiful ramble near
Sir Winston Churchill’s Oxfordshire birthplace

INFORMATION
Club site: Bladon Chains Caravan Club Site, Bladon Road,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1PT. Call 01993 812390 
Distance: 6.5 miles/10.5km
Terrain: mainly easy paths
Number of stiles: 3
Essential equipment: Ordnance Survey 
Explorer 180 – Oxford
Level of difficulty: easy
Refreshments: in Woodstock and Bladon
Toilets: At Blenheim Palace
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DIRECTIONS

1Leave the campsite via its main
entrance and turn left up the road. 

At the road junction go left again and
continue walking until you reach the
‘Woodstock Historic Town’ sign (which
is surrounded by flower beds). Turn right
here to cross the road and go through a
wooden gate, following a public footpath
sign. Walk up the left side of the field
towards some houses.

2The path continues beside a wooden
fence. At the end turn left and then

right to walk down the residential road,
passing the road sign ‘The Covert’. At
the end cross the road and continue
ahead past a ‘Woodstock Town Council’
sign, through some metal railings and
down a path marked ‘Public Footpath –
Willoughby Way’.

3Go past the school and keep right until
you reach the main road. Then turn

left and walk along the pavement.
Continue past a mini-roundabout,
following the signs to the town centre.
Pass The Punchbowl pub, cross the main
road at the end (using the nearby
pedestrian crossing), and walk down the
road opposite (sp ‘Blenheim and
Oxfordshire Museum’). Go past the
pretty old shops as well as the Oxfordshire


