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Follow Jo Vaughan for a sightseeing stroll around England’s
capital city, taking in many of its most famous attractions

Capital

GOODS
ILOVE London. I didn’t when I

worked there but since moving to
rural Lincolnshire I’ve found that

there’s nothing quite like a day enjoying
the hustle and bustle of England’s capital.
The Club’s Crystal Palace campsite is just
a 30-minute or so bus ride from London’s
centre. Not surprisingly, this site is a very
busy place, so pre-booking is essential.

I bet you won’t be able to resist a
deviation or two from our London
sightseeing route – there’s just so much to
see and do – but this walk is more about an
introduction to the landmarks of London,
whetting your appetite for return visits
(again and again) to admire everything in
more detail at your leisure. You can buy
bus tickets to London from the newsagent

just past the bus stop on the right as you
walk along Crystal Palace Parade away
from the site. Catch the number 3 bus – if
you want to stay out late into the evening,
the N3 night bus will bring you back to
Crystal Palace safely.

DIRECTIONS

1Get off the bus at Horseferry Road.
Cross the road and enter the gardens,

before turning left towards the Houses of
Parliament, along the riverside. Then
return to the road and turn right to walk
past the Houses of Parliament.

2At the end of the road, beside the
traffic lights, continue straight on

(signposted ‘Whitehall’). Watch out for
the large, black metal-gated entrance to
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Downing Street on your left-hand side.
Also on your left, a little farther along, is
Horseguards Parade. 

3Continue to Nelson’s Column and
Trafalgar Square. Walk straight ahead,

passing to the right of the National
Portrait Gallery (the grand domed
building with a columned entrance behind
fountains), and to the left of St Martin in
the Fields Church. 

4Follow the road to the left, around the
back of the National Portrait Gallery,

and then continue ahead down Urving
Street (between Hamburger Plus on the

left and Bella Italia on the
right). You will then arrive at
Leicester Square. 

5Walk diagonally left across
the square before taking the road

to the right of the Angus Steak House
(New Coventry Street). At the traffic
lights turn right without crossing the road,
signposted ‘China Town’. This little bit of
China in London, marked by a beautiful
oriental gate, is a great place to stop for
lunch. We can recommend the restaurant
called New Fook Lam Moon.

6Return to the junction with Leicester
Square at the mouth of New Coventry

Street and turn right, (signposted
‘Piccadilly Circus’), passing the Prince of
Wales theatre which is showing Mamma
Mia!. Once you reach Piccadilly Circus,
walk past the statue of Eros and continue
down Piccadilly. Go past the Meridian
Hotel and Fortnum & Mason.

7 Immediately after The Ritz, turn left
into Green Park. Follow the signposts

to Buckingham Palace. When you reach
the road (where you have wonderful views
of the Palace to your right), turn left down
Pall Mall. Soon, at the traffic lights, cross
the road and go through the grand
entrance gates to St James’s Park.

8Go straight on, passing the sign for 
the toilets. Cross the bridge and

immediately turn
left, signposted

‘Cabinet War Rooms’.
Towards the end of the

lake on your left, where the
paths fork, take the right route and

exit the park. Turn left and head back
towards Big Ben.

9Having returned to the Houses of
Parliament, cross the road and turn

right to once again walk past its facade,
enjoying the views of Westminster Abbey
on your right. Retrace your steps either
through the gardens or along the road to
the bus stop. Catch the number 3 back to
Crystal Palace.
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INFORMATION
Club site: Crystal Palace Caravan Club Site, Crystal Palace
Parade, London SE19 1UF. Call 020 8778 7155. Open all year
Distance: 6.3 miles/10.1km
Terrain: pavements
Number of stiles: 0
Essential equipment: road map of London
Level of difficulty: easy
Refreshments: numerous
Toilets: St James’s Park, Leicester Square, 
Green Park, Piccadilly Circus
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The Club 
currently offers a

30% discount
on Ordnance Survey

Landranger and 
Explorer Maps – see
caravanclub.co.uk/

books for 
details


