
BUY COMPARISON PORTABLE BARBECUES

Al fresco dining on a summer’s
evening – what could be better?
Michael Le Caplain tests a 
selection of charcoal barbies

IDEAL FOR

NOVICES

AT A GLANCE
RRP: £29.99
Contact: argos.co.uk

AT A GLANCE
RRP: £19.99
Contact: argos.co.uk

DISPOSABLE BARBECUES

AT A GLANCE
RRP: £6.29
Contact: sainsburys.co.uk

AT A GLANCE
RRP: £3
Contact: tesco.com
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STRONG

HEAT

GOOD

VALUE

AT A GLANCE
RRP: £24.99
Contact: most outdoor suppliers

EASY

ASSEMBLY

NEXT

MONTH
Comfort and

convenience:

folding chairs

Mixed grills

BIG GRILL

SURFACE

AT A GLANCE
RRP: £9.99
Contact: most outdoor suppliers

PERFECT

FOR ONE

1

2

3

4

1. 45cm Round Charcoal BBQ
This barbecue is probably about as big as you’d 
want for camping duties. It’s not heavy but the 
moving handle, while sturdy and easily grasped, 
makes what is already the biggest grill here mighty 
wide. The flipside of this is that it can handle rather more bangers 
and burgers than any of the other grills tested, making it ideal for
summer evenings when you invite your new friends over from the
next pitch. This wasn’t the easiest to assemble from scratch; the
instructions were clear enough, but it was difficult to distinguish
between the three different bolt sizes needed. It’s a sturdy unit once
finished, although a slightly deeper fire bowl to go with the
increased grill pan area would have been ideal.

2. BBQ Starter Pack
This is a great product for barbecue novices – not 
only do you get the grill, but a few utensils (tongs, 
slice and fork), a smoking lid and a surprisingly 
good-quality, full-depth protective cover are thrown in. 
Assembly was a bit tricky – there were some very small bolts, 
washers and nuts to contend with – and I take issue with the
manufacturer’s claim that assembly can be done by one person.
At one stage there were two grown adults, a screwdriver and a socket
set all combining in a bid to get the legs to attach to the fire bowl. 
In fact, it’s highly recommended that you have a socket set to hand
when putting together any of these barbecues. This one is light,
compact enough to fit in a motorhome ‘garage’ or caravan gangway,
and it rolls around on large wheels. Good value, too.

3. 35cm Round Portable 
Charcoal BBQ
You’ll find this cracking little barbecue at all 
sorts of outdoor outlets, but we bought our test 
example from Argos, simply because it was excellent value. While 
it was easy enough to put together (there are only 10 parts), the
instructions were sufficiently misleading as to make it possible to
attach a couple of the legs the wrong way around. We would have
liked to have seen a rather deeper (and flusher-fitting) wind-break
and maybe a plastic handle to make moving the barbecue easier.
You need to make sure all the bolts are tight in order for it to remain
completely stable on its three legs, too.

Sainsbury’s Disposable 
BBQ Twin Pack
The first of our disposable 
packs contains two throwaway 
grills for a smidgeon over £6. 
Obviously, there’s no assembly 
involved: simply remove the outer 
plastic and cardboard packaging, 
place it on a hard, flat surface (never 
grass), set a match to the coals and wait 
for the flames to die down. Cheap it may 
be but this barbecue provided a 
mightily impressive wall of heat in 
seemingly no time at all – the grill was 
ready to accept the first job lot of meat 
within 25 minutes, with the coals 
beneath glowing strongly. Better still, the 
coals lasted well – long enough to get four loads of 
meat cooked in quick succession. Highly impressive.

Tesco Disposable 
Briquette Barbecue 
The Tesco barbecue is roughly the same size as the 
Sainsbury’s equivalent, and is equally straightforward 
to set up. However, the flames didn’t seem to burn as 
vigorously as they did on the other grill. The box 
promises you’ll be ready to cook inside 20 minutes and 
that the coals will last for up to an hour and a half. 
However, we didn’t think it looked hot 
enough until a good 35 
minutes had passed, and 
a little over an hour later 
and after two lots of meat, 
the temperature had fallen
off quite noticeably. 
Nevertheless, at just £3 
it’s excellent value.

4. Portable Charcoal BBQ
This widely-available table-top grill is ideal for 
people whose space is at a premium and/or 
who don’t want to leave their barbecue outside 
all day and night. Assembly was straightforward 
and it comes with a couple of grill pans plus a smoker lid 
and a pair of cool-to-the-touch plastic handles. However,
the fire bowl is easily the shallowest here, so you cannot
put in much charcoal. We were also slightly taken aback by
the price. Handy and convenient as this is, we can’t really
see why it’s the second most expensive barbecue here.


